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Tunisia: In Brief
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Introduction

Tunisia and COVID-19

As of March 15, 2020, Tunisia had initiated travel restrictions and other emergency measures in response to the
COVID-19 global pandemic, having reported at least 20 confirmed domestic cases. Authorities were reportedly
preparing to take additional steps to encourage social distancing.! The country’ s first ¢
national who reportedly traveled from Italy, was announced on March32Tuni si a’ s heal th

to be tested by the pandemic. Tunisia has approximately 1.3 physicians and 2.3 hospital beds per [,000 people
(slightly below the global average of 1.5 and 2.7, respectively), according to World Bank statistics.3 T u ni s i a
median age is 32.7 years (see Figure | below).
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an orderly succession after the death in office

Ingeneral heldcSephnember ,aemdvcOmteobermn2d0liAhdependen:
outper formed many reesftlasbulripsmhgegdr pdil s ¢orwtiamts ,and s h

lKapitalis “Coronavirus: Réunions d’urgence entre les chefs de
16, 2020.
2Le Point Le‘coronavirus se déclare en Tunjst  Mar ch 3, 2020.

3 Data available aittps://data.worldbank.origidicatorSH.MED.PHYS.ZS statistics for Tunisia as of 202916.
4 International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Economic Outlook database, October 2019.

5See,eg. International R dynisid Poll Revaals Persisteni Dissatistactign wiRnI[Egonomyf and
Corruption ”» January 13, 2017; 1 Blocked fransitioro Goaruptio€and Regionalisfrim up (I CG) ,
Tunisig May 2017.
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Population: | 1.7 million; Urban: 69% of total
Religions: Muslim (official; Sunni) 99.1%, other (includes
Christian, Jewish, Shia Muslim, and Baha'i) 1%
Ethnicities: Arab 98%, European |%, Jewish/other 1%

Median Age: 32.7 years
Life Expectancy: 76.3 years

Literacy: 82%; male 90% / female 74% (2015 est.)

GDP Growth / Per Capita: |.

Unemployment: 15.5%; ages |

5% / $3,287 (2019 est.)
5-24, 34.7% (2017; 2013)

Government Gross Debt (%GDP): 74.4% (2019)
Key Exports: clothing, semi-finished goods and
textiles, agricultural products, mechanical goods,
phosphates and chemicals, hydrocarbons, electrical
equipment

Key Imports: textiles, machinery and equipment,
hydrocarbons, chemicals, foodstuffs

Top Trade Partners: France, Italy, Germany,
China, Turkey, Algeria, Spain (2017)

6See,eg, Carter
International
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eliminary Statement on Tunisia
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Observation

Mi s s i 0332019pPreSidential Runaff Electiot’c t Gocbteorb elr 1 4, 20109.

7 HuffPost Tunisig Eléction Législative: L'ISIE et la société civile relévent plusieurs infractions électoralesOc t o b e r

6, 2019;TAP,
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October 13,

2019.
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Sources: CRS graphic; map boundaries from Esri (2013). Figures from CIA World Factbook, World Bank, IMF
(World Economic Outlook database, October 2019, and staff report, July 2019); 2020 estimates unless noted.
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In March 2020, the suicihde UbhSmbiEmpacfi ya iggudlmadigpc
police officer and underscored enduring terroris
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I n December 2010, antigovernment protests b rokarked
Bouazizi set himself on fire in the town of Sidi Bouzid to protest state repression and a lack of economic
opportunities. Protests spread to neighboring towns and eventually to the capital, Tunis, and to wealthy coastal
communities associated with the ruling elite. Police opened fire on protesters and made sweeping arrests; an
estimated 338 people were killed.? The army, however, apparently refused an order to use force against
demonstrations, which became a key turning point in the crisis. On January 14, 201 |, President Zine el Abidine
Ben Ali, in power since 1987, fled the country for Saudi Arabia. Tunisian courts brought various criminal charges
against him in absentia. Ben Ali passed away in Saudi Arabia from natural causes on September 19, 2019.
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8 World Bank,The Unfinished RevolutipMay 2014.
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9Associated Press “Report Raises Number of Killed During Tunisia’s
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Who is President Kais Saied?!s

President Kais Said, 62, is a constitutional law professor who is new to electoral politics who campaigned on an
anti-corruption and anti-establishment platform. Saied has criticized the political system enshrined in Tunisia ’ s
2014 constitution, calling for eliminating the directly elected legislature in favor of elected local councils that
woul d, in turn, select national |l eaders. He has

gender-equal, called for resurrecting the death penalty (suspended since 1994), and referred to homosexuality as a

s

10See Sarah Yerkes and ZeinebBem h me d, “Tunisia’s Political System: From st
Endowment for International Peace, March 28, 2019.

11 An initiative of thenPresident Caid Essebsi, the law effectively granted amnesty for state employees implicated in

corrupton during the former regi me. For c¢critical analysis of t
Set Back Transition,” July 14, 2016 ; International Center
Bill Number 49/2015 Pertainingt Reconci liation in the Administrative Field,

12 Karoui won 16% in the first round presidential contest despite being in jail and thus unable to campaign in person,

participate in historic televised presidential debates, or give maeiziews. He was released from {bri@l detention

days beforetheruo f f . Appreci at i on f or—ofi€mhighlighied an Nestmaid\V, aprivalee act i vi t i
station that he ownsappear to have driven popular support. The charges against Kahazh, emain pending, stem

from an investigation by a credible localatito r r upt i on or ganization, 1 Watch, into Ne
taxes. See Project on Middle East Democrdcy,Gu i de t o Tuni s i a’ s Sept@mber20R9:. ¢ s i dent i al |
BRamy Allahoum, “Kais Saied: Who is Tunisia’s mnew presiden

“Saied won the largest share of +oundpresidensal conlestdo)whidhthe Tuni si a’
top two candidates advanced to a-offi Al-Monitor, Pdinting the town: How Kais Saied inspires change on Tunisian

streets,” October 23, 2019. T h-eff wasdigherlthamini20I calthoughfthev ot e s c a st
percentage turnout was lower, due to new voter registration in thepetadhe vote.

15Drawn from:Al-Monitor, “ Tuni s-Fad¢e’ ‘Popketrdent Sworn In,” October 23,
Kais Saied: “He’s just mnot Nautelohse s5t @dl i i 1p o dKais Faled, a 0z f odbtea ?

favoridel a pr ésidenti el l,e” tSuenpitseinebReaject,anidjddie kstiDémperagy Guide to
Tunisia’'s 2019 ,BSepemberd201Business NeWws! kacitsi oSra i e d : j 7 ¢éliminerai 1 es

2

Iégislatives et je suis pour la peilee mo r t , June 11, 2019
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foreign plot. Whether he will seek to prioritize such actions as president remains to be seen. In his inauguration
speech, President Saied vowed to fight poverty
champion the Palestinian cause. He has offered few specific policy prescriptions since then, however.

Saied’s stern p ecorsumionanéssagd, pledgesaofrsystemic changetarid outsider credentials
appear to have endeared him to voters—including otherwise politically disenchanted young people. His views defy
easy ideological categorization. He was endorsed in the run-off by Al Nahda and the religiously conservative and
nationalist Karama (*“Digni ty)tistpactiesl|Sdied asserted duriagithe n g
campaign that any endorsements were unilateral on the part of the parties or individuals in question.

Al Naskdared a sl im pHFiugr@dleiltow)i,n oma mpleird memti n(g ot
established part i%Tsheaspawetlyl haass neowetr scemetss. i n e a
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generally prided itself on itss iparteesrindaeln tdieamo cnroan
(its first ever) came in thirdffnvobhe. fPrstyr dbuert
Rached GhannosmcWonnaveedaheleosparliament (represe
el ect e dA Slpacragkee rnumber of independents and smal.]ll
parliament, rbewmidlediimg ochalllien ginn g.

Figure 2. Parliamentary Election Results: 2019

displayed left to right from most to fewest seats won per party/coalition/independent list

Karama (“Dignity”)

Al Tayar al Dimugrati Coalition Free Destourl
(“Democratic Current”) Seifeddine Makhlouf ‘ree Lestourian
Mohamed Abbou (“Constitutional”) Party

Ablr Moussi
Qalb Tounes

(“Heart of Harakat al Chaab
Tunisia”) (“People s Party”)
Nabil Karoui Zouhalr Magzaoui
Tahya Tounes
— ("LongLive
AlNahda Tunisia”)
(Ennahda, —— Youssef Chahed

"Renaissance”)
Rached . 21 7 — Other
Ghannouchi parties and

TOTAL SEATS ndependent

Source: CRS graphic, based on data releasedby Tuni si a’ s High | ndependeftert Authority
its French acronym) on November 8, 2019.

Note:Pr oporti ons are subject to shift over ti me, as under
parliament can change party affiliation without losing their seats.

Afte@ctt hleelre 2i0sl19at i ve etlreicetdi obnust, fAali INeadh dtao f or m a
capable of garnering At otrh dpte rp ahiirpto,;cto nistt i g arrt i ioanr

®The party’s presidential candidate, cofounder Abdel fattah

17Middle EastMonitor, “Government fa-¢désfidedoaaisdrelilntiksainam’wsr y 11, 202
constitution taks the largest party in parliament with forming a government, barring which the president may designate

a person of their choosing after consulting with political stakeholders. If, within four months total, no government has

gained majority backing in péament, the president may call new legislative elections.
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prer ogParteisviedse,nt Saied de=ni dmatmed Elipanckalmhfhadlhe
viewed as —totégbmennment. In late February 2020,
majority vote 1in parliament in support of a coal
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of d¥PbPakkfakh himself won less than 1% of the vo
his parlteyf,t cEtntsa knaot osle,a thsolidn parl i ament

sidentpalNeabrwdnmparty, (Qlelalb t Tootfwelsu ntihsei as e c on d

gest bloc in parliament with 38 seats, despit
e February, Qo l btelbagppmess twaosmn Ppdioxced nt parl i amert
adrisalamddbnlei ty t o mdswrhmdrtot hedopbhttiAkso in
osition are the religiou(Diyg fickobngsleirtviaotni,v ewiatnhd
scats (although Karama endorsed Saiseac wWluariinsgt t he
Fr ®e s t o(uCroinasnt it fuaritoma(lor PDL after its French acrt
PDL is headed by a foympar semd dlri, f wdarkad nd Bemi ¢
2011 wuprising and subsequent political changes a

Anal.wet’'esegection of top political figures in thc¢
frustrations, anger -laetv eple ricnefdlvudedmaceosd r upndc hamnt hon
series of ideologicall y®Tihnec ofhrearcetnutr icnoga loift iNind agao v
its 2014 ehadtdedat hviodt Porye,s adeont r€shdpEds ¢thei pol
1 andsTchaecper.e s 210t18 dfoctale el ections, which were a k
decentralization an20thupolai cicemadlerpae feremo,f ppioste
disench®TrhZ@dptatr.l i ament ary reelseucldtosniaslen Hif r Ne dd atah e
Touneisch whon three parliamentary?SmNisdaan 2019 ¢
Tousapporters may have migrated to Qalb Tounes,
Essebsi and previously, to the Ben Ali regi me.

In contrast to NadahiJdownmescal Aly Naxhddihed str ong
wielded i1its political power cautiously, mindful
many of its leading figures welsl gmiidtdbdaklthseh I
el ssewe in the region, such as Egypt. Perhaps be.
Moussi presidency, the party ran a presidential
unsuccessfully), and party | eméadomlacGhtaend oanfcthiic er.ar
The apparent dwindling of voter support and seni
challenges forlAk Nahdae hewdeeship is in quest:

183 ar ah MWfter Moatks,of Deadlock, Tunisia Has a New Government. How Long Will It Daskerld Politics
Review March 10, 2020.

®Yerkes and Beni ¥a himedPolitdgnatianito Corgpetitianth: o pr o mi 8¢t a

20 Al Nahda won the largest share of the vote (29%), followed by Nidaa Tounes (21%), but independents collectively

outpolled both, garnering 32%. Turnout was relatively low at 34% and was reportedly particularly low among young

people (although candidatesiue r 35 years old won over a third of the seats
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, May 11, 2018.

21 Between 2014 and 2019, Nidaa Tounes was riven by internal power struggles and friction over the decigica to for
coalition with Al Nahda. Some of President Caid Essebsi’s
elevate his unpopular son, Hafedh Caid Essebsi, as party leader, as well as the 2017 administrative reconciliation law.
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Tunisia is among the top performing ArWolmen won G4rseats |
in parliament in the 2019 elections (25%, a decline from 34% in 2014), and women reportedly headed about 14%

of all electoral lists2??Under Tuni sia’s el ect o disasmustlaleerwate bgtwean médn andh ¢
women candidates, meaning that any party or independent list that wins more than one seat in a given electoral
district will send at least one woman to parliament. No parties nominated a woman candidate for the presidential

elections, however.28

The legal and socioeconomic status of womeni s a mo n gparflculanitiesswithin the Arab world. Polygamy is
banned, and women enjoy equal citizenship rights and the right to initiate divorce. Women serve in the military

and in many professions, and constitute more than half of university students; the first woman governor was
appointed in 2004. Many Tunisians attribute these advancestot he country’ s rel ati ve
Code, promulgated in 1956 under then-President Habib Bourguiba, as well as Bourguiba-era educational reforms.
Inheritance laws and practices are nonetheless disadvantageous toward women. Former President Caid Essbsi put
forward a proposal in 2018 to reform the inheritance laws to be more gender-equal, but his coalition partner Al
Nahda did not back the reform and it did not advance.

In late 2019, Tunisian women began to share testimonies of sexual harassment under the hashtag #EnaZeda,
(“MeToo” in Tunisian dial ect) newlyelecedMenmberofdarlizment a
from the Qalb Tounes party masturbating in front of a school.2? Some 60% of Tunisian women have experienced

2The ArabWekly, “Tunisian Islamist figure resigns from party in
2020.

23 For example, party leaders decided not to support a referesbaria (Islamic law) during the constitution drafting
process, and backed thentroversial 2017 administrative reconciliation law, reportedly over objections within the
party.Monica Marks,“Why do Tunisia kslamists support an unpopular law forgiving corruptiobWshington
PostMonkey Cage blog, May 5, 2017

24 Al-Monitor, Tunisia@ kong road to a new government February 25, 2020.

251f he or she fails to do so within two months, the president is to appoint an alternative prime minister after broad
political consultations. If that person fails, the president can dissolve partiame call snap elections.

26 Sarah Collins, Research Assistant for the Middle East and Africa, contributed to this text box.

27 Data from theMajles Marsadproject, athttps://majles.marsad.@(319/

28 project on Middle East Democracy, Gui de to Tuni sia’ s ,SeptdnberP0id | i ament ary El e
29 e Monde #EhaZeda, le #metoo tunisienestrié Oct ober 15, 2019.
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di

domestic violence, according to the Ministry of Women, Family and Children.30 In 2017, parliament passed a law
to prevent and address violence against women, though there have been challenges to full implementation.3! In the
explanatory statement accompanying the FY2018 aid appropriations measure (Division K, P.L. 115-141), Congress

«
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al LAmtghesr itéepsahadky extended a state of emerg
thority to prohibit strikes and pubkidc meet ing
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ONew York Times* I Can Finally Dream’: Tunisin”EMpygnd2, P2618ction

s

3'See,e.gHuffPost “Tunisia’s Violence Against Women Law Seemed Per
Been. ,” De c eTintgeQrie Yedr Ago2Tanisia Passed a Groundbreaking Law to Protect Women. Has It
Worked? J ul 8.2 6, 20

32 Tunisia declared AST a terrorist group in 2013, and the U.S. State Department designated it a Foreign Terrorist
Organization(FTO) n 2014. The group’s leader, known as Abou Iyadh,
Tunisianled foreign fightemetwork in Afghanistan in the 1990s, the Tunisian Combatant Group. He relocated to

Libya after AST was banned in Tunisia in 2013, and later moved to Mali, where he was reportedly killed in a French

air strike in 2019AST no longer operates openly in Tsiai and appears to have decreased in size since its peak in

20122013.

33] C GSevefi Ways to Steady a Tunisia under New Aftatk Mar ch 201 6 .

34SeeCTC Sentingl “The Islamic State’s Libyan External Operations
35 At least one police officer was killed and at least eight other people were wounded in the attacks.

36 Country Reports on Terrorism 2018, Tuni s i a, ” No v e mleene Afrique 20Tlu%;i ssieae aClosmome n t

éradiquer le terrorisme,

”

July 7, 2019.
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’Stat Department, “Tunisia Travel Advisory,” January 2, 2019

38 TAP, A thousand Tunisians have returned from conflict zones from 2011 until October 2018, says Mokthar Ben
Nast  February 18, 2019.

39 U.N. Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights (UNOHCH Foreign fighters: Urgent measures needed
to stop flow from Tunisia- UN expertgroupwarps” July 10, 2015.

40 See Aaron Zelinyour Sons Are at Your Service: Tunisilissionaries of JihadColumbia University Press: 2020.

4RI, Understanding LocaDrivers of Violent Extremism in Tunisiginter 2016.

2] MF, “Fifth Review Under the Extended Fund Facility,” op.
4 |MF, “Stat me n t on Tunisia,” May 30, 201 8; see also I MF, “Key Q
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The FY2020 Department of State, Foreign Operatic
44 |MF, World Economic Outlook database, October 2019; GDP per capita, current prices in U.S. dollars.

451 MF , “Fifth Review Under the Extended Fund Facility, and
Modification of Performance Criteria, and for Rephagi of Access, ” July 2019.

46 International Crisis Group (ICGRlocked Transition: Corruption and Regionalism in Tunjsitay 10, 2017.

4TTAP, “UGTT warns against consequences of rising prices of f
48 Middle East Eye TWo classes leftrichandpoor Si nki ng Tu nyi,s’i aMasy odur r2ednlc8 .

9] MF , “ITMF Executive Board Completes Fifth Review Under th

2

Tunisia, June 12, 2019.

0Sadg Ttinisia’s Fight IiewiéwwithChawkiTabippt Mayn: 1 Apn 201 7.
51 CRS calculation based on State Department annual congressional budget justifications.

b}

2¢0n the Occasion of Tunisia’s National Day,

2

statement re.
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Table |. U.S. Bilateral Foreign Assistance to Tunisia, State Department and USAID

current $ millions, appropriations

FY2019 FY2020
(initial FY2020 (P.L. FY2021
FY2015 FY2016 FY2017 FY2018  actual) (req.) 116-94) (req.)

Total 61.4 141.9 205.2 165.3 191.4 86.4 191.4 83.9
ESF 20.0 60.0 89.0 79.0 85.0 , (3;,’1;? . 45.0 . (3;.)1.";3 |
DA - - - - - - 40.0 -
FMF 30.0 65.0 95.0 65.0 85.0 40.0 85.0 40.0
IMET 2.2 2.3 2.1 22 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3
INCLE 7.0 12.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 10.0 13,0 8.1
NADR 22 2.6 6.1 6.1 6.1 2.6 6.1 2.0

Source: State Department Congressional Budget Justifications, FY2017-FY2021; conference report
accompanying. P.L. 116-94 Division G.

Notes: In recent appropriations acts, Congress has directed additional prior-year appropriated aid for Tunisia
(including $50 million in prior-year RRF under the FY2019 act and $50 million in ESF under the FY2020 act).
Does not include funding allocated on a regional or global basis. DA = Development Assistance; ESF = Economic
Support Fund; ESDF = Economic Support + Development Fund (proposed by Trump Administration); FMF =
Foreign Military Financing; IMET = International Military Education & Training; INCLE = International Narcotics
Control + Law Enforcement; NADR = Nonproliferation, Antiterrorism, Demining, and Related Programs.

U.S. economic sauplpdiamad]l 2 ¢ledcboinhosnwzi act igorno,wt h i nit i
good governance and political decentralization
efforts tatcexnttrogdngirseisosl eappropriated $100 millio
FY2018 to endAmewr acdnnEstaenprise Fund,,awdth a man

SBUSAID, S¥PnS. Landmark Agreement with the Government of Tun
54 The MCC) FY2019 budget propalsncluded $292 million for enulti-year compact with Tunisia that would aim to
reduce water scarcity and address regulations seen as consti@ininggtion.

551n 2012, the Obama Administration providetO0 million as a cash transfer for shtatm fiscal reliefThe transfer
funded payments on debt that Tunisia owethe&oWorld Bak and African Development Bank. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton , “Assistance to Tunisia,” March 29, 201 2.
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U.S.-Tunisia Relations: Historical Background

U.S.-Tunisian relations date back over 200 years. Tunisia was also the site of significant World War |l battles, and

a US. cemetery and memorial in Carthage (outside Tunis) holds nearly 3,000 U.S. military dead. During the Cold

War, Tunisia pursued a pro-Western foreign policy, despite an experiment with leftist economic policy in the

1960s. Still, U.S.-Tunisian ties were strained by the 1985 Israeli bombing of the Palestine Liberation Organization

headquarters in Tunis, which some Tunisians viewed as having been carried out with U.S. approval.’8 More

recently, the 2012 attack on the U.S. embassy and American school, days after the Benghazi attacks in Libya,

temporarily cooled relations as U.S. officials criticized the then-g ov er nment’ s handI¥® ng

%US AT D, “Tunisia signs $500 million loan guarantee agreeme.]

57 Press briefing by General Thomas Waldhauser, then Commander of U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM), March 24,

2017 New York Times “ Why t he U. S. and Tunisia Keep Their Cooperatio

58 Jonathan CRandal;* Rai d Le ft -TSYima rssi dkedlVasdingfori’Pgstarch 5, 1987.
59U.S. Embassy Tunis statement, May 29, 2013.
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Appendix.Chr onol Kgy B yf2MmizB® 0 t

date

Chronology: Key Events January 201 |-September 2019

2011

January Authoritarian President Zine el Abidine Ben Ali flees amid mounting protests.

February Béji Caid Essebsi, an elder statesman associated with the administration of
founding president Habib Bourguiba, is appointed interim Prime Minister and
promises constitutional reforms by an elected assembly.

October Formerly banned Islamist party Al Nahda wins a plurality of seats in a new
National Constituent Assembly and
two secularist parties.

December Religiously conservative Salafists conduct a sit-in at Manouba University to protest
a ban on the full face veil or nigab

2012

April Caid Essebsi launches Nidaa Tounes as a secularist opposition movement.

May-June Salafists riot in Tunis and other cities.

September The U.S. Embassy and American school in Tunis are violently attacked by Islamist
extremists, three days after the Benghazi attacks in neighboring Libya.

2013

February-July Two secularist leftist politicians are assassinated, reportedly by Islamist militants,
sparking a political crisis, general strike, and large protests.

August The government bans the Tunisian-led Islamist extremist group Ansar al Sharia.

October A suicide bomber blows himself up near a hotel in the beach town of Sousse.

December After protracted negotiations mediated by a quartet of civil society groups, Al
Nahda agrees to cede control of the government to a technocrat Prime Minister.

2014

January The draft constitution is adopted by an overwhelming majority in the Assembly.
Prime Minister Mehdi Jomaa forms a transitional cabinet.

June A national Truth and Dignity Commission is launched to investigate human rights
violations committed by the state, and to provide compensation to victims.

July Fifteen Tunisian soldiers are killed in an ambush near the Algerian border,

reportedly the heaviest military death toll in decades.

October-December

Nidaa Tounes wins elections for the presidency and a plurality in parliament. Béji
Caid Essebsi becomes president. Al Nahda, which does not run a presidential
candidate, wins the second-largest bloc of seats and joins the ruling coalition.

2015

March Gunmen kill 21 foreigner tourists and a Tunisian at the Bardo museum in Tunis.
The Islamic State claims the attack.

June A gunman aligned with the Islamic State kills 39 tourists, mostly British, on the
beach in Sousse.

November A suicide attacker kills 12 Presidential Guard members in downtown Tunis.
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2016

March Militants claiming affiliation with the Islamic State launch a coordinated assault on
the border town of Ben Guardane. The attack is put down by security forces.

July-August Prime Minister Habib Essid resigns after a no-confidence vote in parliament. Nidaa
Tounes and Al Nahda, along with several smaller parties and civil society groups,
agree to a broad political coalition aimed at addressing social, economic, and
security challenges. President Caid Essebsi names Youssef Chahed Prime Minister.

2017

February The IMF postpones loan disbursements, citing a lack of progress on reforms.

May Prime Minister Chahed announces sweeping anti-corruption arrests and
investigations of high-profile businessmen, politicians, police, and customs officials.

September Parliamentpa s ses a controversial “admini
amnesty to civil servants implicated in corruption pre-2011.

2018

January Large protests erupt in opposition to planned fiscal austerity measures.

March Parliamentvotes,c ont roversiall vy, to end the
Dignity Commission.

April Powerful UGTT trade union federation calls for a cabinet reshuffle.

May Long-delayed local elections are held. Al Nahda wins the most votes, followed by
Nidaa Tounes, but independent lists collectively outpace both leading parties.

June A presidentially appointed commission issues a set of recommended legal reforms
t o e x p a nsdightwandrL&BiT 'rights and abolish the death penalty.

September Caid Essebsiannouncesth a t t he “cons ens uaifover anlidi
strains between Prime Minister Chahed and President Caid Essebsi over control
of Nidaa Tounes, Al Nahda’s decisiz
Nahda’s rejection otbintoduce greatergenderdquality ’
into Tunisia’s inheritance | aws,

2019

June The Islamic State claims two near-simultaneous suicide bombings that kill at least
one police officer in Tunis.

July President Caid Essebsi unexpectedly dies in office, leading to a constitutional
succession in which the speaker of parliament, Mohamed Ennaceur, becomes
interim leader for a 90-day period. In response, the electoral commission shifts
the order and sequence of national elections planned for later in the year.

September-October Kais Saied wins the presidential election and Al Nahda wins a slim plurality of
seats in parliament.

2020

February Prime Minister-designate Elyes Fakhfakh, a former Finance Minister generally seen
as a technocrat, secures parliamentary backing for a new coalition government.

March Tunisia announces its first known cases of COVID-19.
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